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PREFACE 



The Ahirbudhnya-samhita was first published in 1916 by 
the Adyar Library and Research Centre, under the 
supervision of its Director, Dr. F. Otto Schrader, 
to initiate investigation into the Pancaratra, which was 
then a much neglected field of study. Since this early 
publication, the Adyar Library has brought out 
other Pancaratra works, namely Pancaratraraksa and 
Laksmitantra. The next addition to this list will be 
the Sanatkumara-samhitd which is in the course of 
publication. 

As the Ahirbudhnya-samhita has been out of print for 
several years, and since there has been a demand for 
it, this second edition is now published. The text has 
, been revised by Pandit V. Krishnamacharya. As was 
pointed out by Johan van Manen in the Prefatory 
Note to the first edition, there was need for revision 
since Dr. Schrader could not supervise the entire work, 
being interned as a German national during the first 
World War when the publication was in progress. 

For the revised edition, we have used an additional 
manuscript ( J) kindly lent by the Madras Government 
Oriental Manuscripts Library. Details concerning the 
manuscripts used are given below: 

A. Adyar Library, No. 73689. Palm leaf. 42 x 4 
cm. 147 fo. 9 lines in a page. 46 letters in 
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AHIRBUDHNYA-SAMHITA 



a line. Grantha script. Old, slightly in- 
jured. Complete. 

B. Government Oriental Library, Mysore- 
Incomplete. 

C. Adyar Library, No. PM 1760. Paper- 
30 X 23 cm. 99 fo. 18 lines in a page- 
18 letters in a line. Grantha script. Old- 
Incomplete. 

D. Palace Library, Trivandrum. 129 fo. Mala- 
yalam script. Old. 

E. MS. of Sri Devarajabhattar, Kalale in 
Mysore State. Palm leaf. 103 fo. Grantha 
script. 

F. MS. of Sri Ramaswami Bhattar of Melkote 
in Mysore state. Palm leaf. 174 fo. Grantha 
script. 

G. MS. of Sri Ramaswami Bhattar of Melkote 
in Mysore state. Palm leaf. Grantha script. 

H. and I. MSS. of Sri Narasimha Bhattar of 
Melkote in Mysore state. 

J. Additional MS. used in 2nd edition. 
Government Oriental MSS. Library, Madras, 
No. D 5201. Paper. 35 x 22 cm. 52 fo. 
20 lines in a page. 16 letters in a line. 
Grantha script. Chapters I to XVIII. 

A detailed Introduction to the Pahcaratra and the 
Ahirbudhnya-samhita by Dr. Schrader being available in 
a separate volume (No. 5 of the Adyar Library Series), 
the present edition has been printed without any 
introduction. 
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Our thanks are due to Pandit K. Parameswara 
Aithal and Prof. A. A. Ramanathan who have rendered 
assistance to Pandit V. Krishnamacharya. We are 
’also grateful to the Government of India, Ministry of 
Education, for their encouragement in reprinting this 
valuable work. 

20 June 1966 Radha Burnier 

Director? 
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